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Reception - Notes and Guidance

Key Language for Teachers

Cardinal - The number that indicates how
many there are in a set.

Classification - The identification of an object
by specific attributes, such as colour, texture,
shape or size.

Conservation (of number) - The recognition
that the number stays the same if none have
been added or taken away.

Numeral - The written symbol for a number;
eg 3,21

Ordinal - A number denoting the position in a
sequence e.g. T, 2", 3 etc or page 1, page 2,
page 3...
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Partition - Separate a set into two or more
subsets e.g. Partition a set of socks into plain and
patterned.

Subitise - Instantly recognise a small quantity,
without having to count how many there are.

Number - Number can be:

* acount of a collection of items eg. three
boxes,

* ameasure eg. of length or weight, or

* alabel eg. the number 17 bus

Quantity - The amount you have of something
eg. a cup of flour, three boxes, half an hour.
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